
Updates from the Archdiocese 
 

 Based upon the good reports from around the archdiocese today with the reopening of weekday Mass, 
baptisms, weddings and funerals, Cardinal Dolan would like to announce that, in the Hudson Valley 
counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester, Sunday Mass will 
resume on June 14, the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, including the anticipated Mass on 
Saturday evening at 25% of the capacity of the church provided that physical distancing and other 
guidelines are followed.  
 
All precautions must be taken (wearing of masks, maintaining a six-foot distance, no physical contact 
except for communion, frequent washing of hands, and sanitizing surfaces). Our first priority is the safety 
of the clergy and people, and selfcare of all ministers. 
 
 The second priority is to resume in-person worship. Entry to churches will be through one door only. A 
greeter will be present to count the faithful as they enter. Strict cutoff will be when 25% of the church 
capacity is reached. At that point, it is up to the pastor to decide what to do with the overflow – hold a 
simultaneous Mass at another location, live stream it, or ask the people to attend a later Mass.  
 
Now is the time to prepare your parishioners on which method you have selected. The faithful might be 
reminded that for now there is no requirement for them to come back to Mass once churches are open.  
 
Those who are at a greater risk of COVID-19 (those older than 65 or who have underlying health 
conditions) are cautioned not to come to church for Mass. They may join us only when they feel safe and 
comfortable to do so.  
His Eminence has dispensed us from an obligation to attend Sunday Mass at this time. As an alternative, 
Mass may be viewed on line or on TV, and the act of spiritual communion may be used instead of receiving 
the Eucharist. While we miss them when they are not here, we rely on their continued support of our 
churches, parishes and archdiocese.  
The City of New York began NYS Phase I of reopening yesterday with the resumption of construction, 
manufacturing and curb-side retail pickup. This phase affects our parishes in the Bronx, Manhattan and 
Staten Island who will remain in ADNY Level I of the Faith Forward plan, allowing our churches to be open 
only for visits and confession. Once the city moves into Phase II, probably as early as the beginning of July, 
Mass and the sacraments will resume there. We continue to rely on health experts to guide us.  
 

Father Joseph LaMorte vicar general  
 


